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M arcW eisvasser

IN NUMBERS

Haopy saimmer of 2016!
Tt has bemn 85 years since
N evada legalized gam Ing,
and at that tim e itwas the
oanly sate 1 the US with
legal ganbling. Today
there are 43 dates, and
counting, with casios.
W ith thisarticle Tthought
twould benice to lock nto thepast, aswell
as som e Interesting satistics

Nevada History

Th 1861, while N evada was &1l a territory,
the first prohibition an all form s of gam Ing
was pased Into law. Tn 1869, the N evada
Legisaure legalized gam Ing In goite of the
G ovamorsveto. Thislaw goproved num erous
ganes and Imposd the firet license fee.
Betwem 1869 and 1907, many changes in
ganbling regulatons and licnse fees were
m &de, w ith them ain concem being where and
when gam Ing could be anducted. The 1907
Legislaire redisributed gam Ing fee revanues
2 that all fees, exospt those fiom slot
m achines, were retained by the county, while
glot m achne fees went Into the state coffers.
The change was chort-lived, as the 1909
Legidature prohibited gam ing T all fom s
effective O cdtoer1,1910.

T wasnot until 1931 that N evada’s m cdem
era of legalized gam Ing began w ith the pas-
ssge of the ‘W ide Open Ganblng” bill
signed nto law by G ovemorFred Balzar. The
bill established a ghedule of license fees for
all games and m achines, wih the counties
asum Ing the reponsbility for the licensing
and the collection of fees.

The 1955 Legishature crested the State
Gan Ing Cantrol Board (Board”) w ithn the
N evada Tax Canm ission, whose purpose was

to augurate a policy to elim nate the unde-
sirable elan ents In N evada gan Ing and to
provide regulations for the licensing and gper-
ation of gam Ing. The Board was also to estab-
lish mles and regulations for all tax 1=ports
thatw ere tobe auilom itted to the sateby gam -
g licensees.

T 1959, the Nemda Ganiyg Canm isim
(Canm kem”) was aested by the passoe of the
Ganig Caiol At (AdY). The Act Bd the
ondatim Trwhat woud beoon em odam gem g
egultim. The prinay mepasbilides of the
Canm F=m hdideadding o the ream m endatims
of the Baad 11 Tomsing m aters axd mitng upm
wak pam T gopeal ases. The Canm F=m B the
fralautharty an Teensing m atters, having theabiliy
o gopove, e, T i, anditim, dany, mcke ar
sipad aty gan g liomse. The doove ifim am
cames fim the Newmda Ganig Catol
BcadCanm Femswebsie:www gam g rivgov.

M arketing Las Vegas

Last yearm ore than 42,312 216 vistorscam e
to LasVegas. These figuresaom e fiom thelLas
Vegas Canvention and Visitors Authority
[WCVA ), and thelrw ebsite at www vovacam .
Thefrm ission gatam ent is “To attxact visitors
by prom oting Las Vegas as the world 'sm ost
desirable destination for leisure and bushess
travel” They are the entity that tradem arked
and prom otes ‘W hat happens In Vegas, days
I Vegas.!

TheIVCVA isunlike a typical convention and
visitorsburea n that it isnot am em bership-
based aganization. The IVCVA is a govem-
m entalagency. tw ases=blished by a sate law,
isfimded by a county room  tax and isgovermed
by an autonom cuslbcard of diredtors.

T 1955, the State Legidature agresd to
finance the Clark County Fairand R ecreation
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Baad theprearsorto the IVCVA ) with m angys
aguired fiom aroan tax levied anhoElandm oEl
properties n Clark Camty. Thiseveue, paid for
by tourids and notby ol residents, allwed the
Las Vegas Cawventim Center to be angmiced
and cpaate w thaut any tax assesn ent an Clark
County mestents, and allowed the IVCVA to

begin aprogran of destnation m arketdng .

Sae B egablithes the rum bey; goponim ent and
tam sof the IVCVA shaad of diedrrs. The 14-
mem bear board provides quidancee and egzblidhes
policestoaccom plish thelV CVA m issim of et
g an evernasssihg rum berofvistorsto Sauthem
N evada. They dissam hate and m aket arual visi-
torsatidics and haeare som eofim y avadte tidoits
fiom the 2015 IasVegesV isittrProfile Sudy:

e 16% of mpmdents ndicated they were
first-tin e visttors, down fiom 19% It yesr.
Does thismemn the m aprity of adults have
alreedy bemn to LasVeges, orarem ore of them
gam bling clogerto ham €2

e 73% offirg-tim evisitrsarehereprin arily for
vacatim orplkesie, up itm 68% ltyesr

e 10% ofvisitrs are here prin arily to gan bl;
down fitm 12% It year. The ot trends
were to add m ore nan-gam g an enites, and
thisnum ber isa reflection .

e 57% ofvistrsanived by qraumnd trenspartatin,
ad the other43% by air. This chows that
mae than 24 m ilin visiors, or 55%  of the
Califormia population, diove o Las Vegas
st yesr

e 63% usd the temet to pln theirtrp, and
58% s the Itemet helped hfluence their
choice In acoom m odatims.

e The typiel vistor averaged a 4 4-day <5y,
Pt $292 forfood & drink, and an average of
$123 for shopping.

Am agsthoswhogam bled, $579 washbudgeted.
Lot year thee weare 21306 coaventms,
which brought 1n 5,891,151 attendess. This
averages aut to aoout 277 attendessper show,
howerer a fav of the lager cowentims
aversgem are than 100,000 attendess.

35% of cowventdm visitors had brought a
goouse, fam Iy maenber or friend with then
who wasnot attending a caventdm.

There ware 149262 wans hoel & moel
ambined) availbl, whih had an averege
occaupancy e of 87 7% and an average daily
oom wEeof$119 94 .0 faurse these 1atesare
muc higher during the Super Bowl and
New Years!

Clbsing Com m ents
M any visitorsm ay nocknow  that is-overan haur
avay there are 2 othergam bling dedinaims:

e 100 m iks to the south is Laughln, N evada,
which has9 aasinos, and houses 10 200 1oom s
w ith an aversge daily room 1ate 0f$44 48.

e 80m iksto thenortheast isM exquite, N evada,
whith has 3 ashos, 1,712 wans, and an
avarage daily 1oom 1ateof $60 65.

e Sane of the other neatby desttnation aress
clide: Grand Canyon, Hoover Dam , Zim
N atimnal Park, D esth Vallsy, Valksy of Fire,
Leke Mexd, Red Rok Canyon and
M t.Charleston.

The avarage visior t© Las Vegas was m andd,
anplyed, and eaming mae than $40,000 per
year: 100%  of the 'epandents surveyed voiced
100% sadidedtim w ith theirtrp toLasVeges, and
89% ofthosesaid they were “Wery ssticfied A fler
85 years, LasVegas isgill doing som ething right!
If you have never bemn t© Las Veges, ar havent
bem here orawhik, camean down. There iso
mudh todo, and the gatisticsdmn t Tiell!

M arcW elsw asser isa M anaging M em ber of
CasinR ecruitercan , an Exequtive
Rexuiting firm for the gam ing & hogpital-
ity indudzy. H e an be reached at 702-798-
0180, M ar®@ CasincR ecruiter.com ar
www CasncR exuitercm .
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